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VILLAGE OF SAYWARD 
REGULAR COUNCIL MEETING AGENDA 

October 7, 2025 - 7:00 PM 
COUNCIL CHAMBERS 

The Village of Sayward respectfully acknowledges that the land we gather on is on the unceded territory 
of the K’ómoks First Nation, the traditional keepers of this land. 

1. Call to Order

2. Public Input (Maximum of 2 minutes per speaker, 15 minutes total)

Mayor: “Public input is for the purpose of permitting people in the gallery to provide feedback
and shall be no longer than 15 minutes unless approved by majority vote of Council; each
speaker may provide respectful comment on any topic they deem appropriate and not
necessarily on the topics on the agenda of the meeting.  Each speaker may not speak for longer
than 2 minutes but may have a second opportunity if time permits. Each speaker must not be
allowed to speak regarding a bylaw in respect of which a public hearing has been held. For the
record, please state your name and address.”

3. Introduction of Late Items

4. Approval of Agenda

Recommended Resolution:

THAT the agenda for the Regular Meeting of Council for October 7, 2025, be approved [as
presented or as amended].

5. Minutes of Previous Meetings

Recommended Resolutions:

a) THAT the minutes from the Regular Council Meeting held on September 16, 2025, be
adopted [as presented or as amended].

b) THAT the minutes from the Special Council Meeting held on September 30, 2025, be
adopted [as presented or as amended].

6. Petitions and Delegations - None

7. Correspondence

Note: Council received the following correspondence with Approval of the Agenda. Council
members, however, are welcome to move discussion of any piece/s of correspondence.

a) Letter from Honourable Jodie Wickens, Minister of Children and Family Development
proclaiming October as Foster Family Month in British Columbia – dated Sept 19-2025
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b) Letter from Youth Parliament of British Columbia Alumni Society regarding 97th

Parliament – dated Sept 15-2025

c) Communication from Coastal Fire Centre, BC Wildfire Service lifting remaining open
fire prohibitions across Coastal Fire Centre – dated Oct 1-2025

d) Communication from Coastal Fire Centre, BC Wildfire Service providing Status
Report for week ending October 1, 2025 – dated Oct 2-2025

8. Council Reports - None

9. Reports of Committees - None

10. Mayor’s Report - None

11. Unfinished Business - None

12. Staff Reports

a) Grant in Aid Request – Sayward Secret Santa Committee

i. Staff Report and two attachments

Recommended Resolution 

THAT Council approves the grant in aid request from the Sayward Secret Santa 
Committee, dated September 15, 2025. 

Note: Other potential resolutions are provided in the Village of Sayward staff 
report for Council’s consideration regarding the Grant in Aid Request.  

13. Emergency Services/Public Works/Recreation Department Reports - None

14. Bylaws - None

15. New Business - None

16. Public Question Period (maximum 15 minutes)

Mayor: “The purpose of the public question period is to enable citizens to ask questions of
Council about issues that are important to the citizen asking the question. Speakers are asked
to limit their questions to one each and, if time permits after everyone has had an opportunity
to ask questions, speakers may ask a second question. Citizens will be asked to state their
name and address.”

17. In Camera

Recommended Resolution:

THAT in accordance with Section 92 of the Community Charter, this Council meeting will be
closed to the public at this time in order that Council may give consideration to matters in
accordance with the following sections of the Community Charter:

1. 90(1)(c) labour relations or other employee relations;
2. 90(1)(d) security of the property of the municipality;
3. 90(1)(g) litigation or potential litigation affecting the municipality;
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4. 90(1)(i) the receipt of advice that is subject to solicitor-client privilege, including 
communications necessary for that purpose; 

5. 90(1)(j) information that is prohibited, or information that if it were presented in a 
document would be prohibited, from disclosure under section 21 of the Freedom 
of Information and Protection of Privacy Act. 
 

18. Adjournment 

a) THAT the Village of Sayward Council adjourns its October 7, 2025 Regular Meeting. 

Time and Date: ______________________________ . 
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VILLAGE OF SAYWARD 
REGULAR COUNCIL MEETING MINUTES 

September 16, 2025  
COUNCIL CHAMBERS 

The Village of Sayward respectfully acknowledges that the land we gather on is on the unceded territory 
of the K’ómoks First Nation, the traditional keepers of this land. 

Present: Mayor Mark Baker 
Councillor Scott Burchett 
Councillor Debbie Coates 

 Councillor Jason Johnson 
Councillor Sue Poulsen  

In Attendance: Andrew Young, CAO/CO 
Lisa Clark, CFO 
Jennifer Redshaw, Office Administrator 

1. Call to Order

The meeting was called to order at 7:00pm.

2. Public Input - None

3. Introduction of Late Items - None

4. Approval of Agenda

MOTION R25/252
MOVED AND SECONDED
THAT the agenda for the Regular Meeting of Council for September 16, 2025, be approved as
presented.

CARRIED 

5. Minutes of Previous Meetings

MOTION R25/253
MOVED AND SECONDED
THAT the minutes from the Regular Council Meeting held on September 2, 2025, be adopted
as presented.

CARRIED 
6. Petitions and Delegations

a) Neil MacDougall representing Sayward Muay Thai and request for Grant in Aid
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7. Correspondence 

a) City of Prince George request for support for five proposed resolutions during UBCM 
2025 Convention - dated September 2, 2025 

MOTION R25/254 
MOVED AND SECONDED 
THAT Council support resolutions 1, 2, 3, 4, 5 by voting in the affirmative at the 2025 
UBCM Convention.          
      Opposed Cllr Burchett CARRIED 

b) Invitation from Dallas Brodie, MLA Vancouver-Quilchena dated Sept 5-2025 to attend 
“What DRIPA Means for Local Governments” on Wednesday, September 24, 2025, at 
the Parkside Hotel – Victoria during the UBCM 2025 Convention. RSVP requested. 

c) BC Salmons Farmers Association email and news release dated Sept 5- 2025 “No 
Farms, Still Sea Lice … Again: Evidence Mounts Further Debunking Assumptions About 
Salmon Farming And Parasite Levels”. 

d) Invitation from SRD to Elected Officials to attend – “Building Bridges Through 
Understanding the Village Workshop” – November 4, 2025. 

Mayor Baker and Cllr Coates stated they would like to attend the “Building Bridges 
Through Understanding the Village Workshop”. 

8. Council Reports - None 

9. Reports of Committees - None 

10. Mayor’s Report 

11. Unfinished Business - None 

12. Staff Reports 

a) Grant in Aid Request – Sayward Muay Thai 

MOTION R25/255 
MOVED AND SECONDED 
THAT Council approves the grant in aid request from Neil MacDougall on behalf of 

Sayward Muay Thai dated September 4, 2025.       

    Opposed Cllr Burchett, Cllr Poulsen  CARRIED 

MOTION R25/256 
MOVED AND SECONDED 
THAT insurance costs, the security of the fob, and damage deposit are included in 

the grant in aid.           

      Opposed Cllr Poulsen  CARRIED 

13. Emergency Services/Public Works/Recreation Department Reports - None 

14. Bylaws - None 

15. New Business - None 
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16. Public Question Period - None  

17. In Camera 

MOTION R25/257 
MOVED AND SECONDED 
THAT in accordance with Section 92 of the Community Charter, this Council meeting will be 
closed to the public at this time in order that Council may give consideration to matters in 
accordance with the following sections of the Community Charter: 

1. 90(1)(c) labour relations or other employee relations. 
2. 90(1)(d) security of the property of the municipality.  
3. 90(1)(i) the receipt of advice that is subject to solicitor-client privilege, including 

communications necessary for that purpose.  
4. 90(1)(j) information that is prohibited, or information that if it were presented in a 

document would be prohibited, from disclosure under section 21 of the Freedom of 
Information and Protection of Privacy Act.       
    Opposed Cllr Burchett, Cllr Poulsen   CARRIED 
 

Councillor Burchett stated that due to the ongoing litigation and investigations with the 
Village of Sayward and the majority of council’s decision to not record In Camera meetings, 
he will not attend the In Camera meeting due to there being no accountability. 
 

18. Adjournment 

MOTION R25/258 
MOVED AND SECONDED 
THAT the Village of Sayward Council adjourns its September 16, 2025 Regular Meeting. 
Time and Date:  9:56 pm September 16, 2025. 

           CARRIED 

 

 

________________________     _________________________  
Mayor        Corporate Officer 
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VILLAGE OF SAYWARD 
SPECIAL COUNCIL MEETING MINUTES 

September 30, 2025  
COUNCIL CHAMBERS 

 
The Village of Sayward respectfully acknowledges that the land we gather on is on the unceded territory 

of the K’ómoks First Nation, the traditional keepers of this land. 
 

Present: Mayor Mark Baker (via Teams) 
Councillor Scott Burchett  

 Councillor Debbie Coates  
          Councillor Jason Johnson – meeting chair 

Councillor Sue Poulsen (via Teams) 
  

In Attendance: Andrew Young, CAO/CO 
 Jennifer Redshaw, Office Administrator 

 

1. Call to Order 
The meeting was called to order at 7:00pm. 

2. Public Input – None 

No members of the public were present in the gallery. 

3. Introduction of Late Items - None 

4. Approval of Agenda 
MOTION S25/24 
MOVED AND SECONDED 

THAT the agenda for the Special Meeting of Council for September 30, 2025, be approved as 
presented.            
        Opposed Cllr Burchett CARRIED 

5. Minutes of Previous Meetings - None 

6. Petitions and Delegations - None 

7. Correspondence - None 

8. Council Reports - None 

9. Reports of Committees - None 

10. Mayor’s Report - None 

11. Unfinished Business - None 
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12. Staff Reports - None 

13. Emergency Services/Public Works/Recreation Department Reports - None 

14. Bylaws - None 

15. New Business - None 

16. Public Question Period – None 

No members of the public were present in the gallery. 

17. In Camera 
MOTION S25/25 
MOVED AND SECONDED 

THAT in accordance with Section 92 of the Community Charter, this Council meeting will be 
closed to the public at this time in order that Council may give consideration to matters in 
accordance with the following sections of the Community Charter: 

1. 90(1)(c) labour relations or other employee relations. 
2. 90(1)(d) security of the property of the municipality. 
3. 90(1)(g) litigation or potential litigation affecting the municipality; 
4. 90(1)(i) the receipt of advice that is subject to solicitor-client privilege, including 

communications necessary for that purpose; 
5. 90(1)(j) information that is prohibited, or information that if it were presented in a 

document would be prohibited, from disclosure under section 21 of the Freedom of 
Information and Protection of Privacy Act.      
        Opposed Cllr Burchett CARRIED 
 
Councillor Burchett stated for the record that he feels there are multiple conflicts of 
interest regarding In Camera and the people attending certain items on this In Camera 
agenda. 
Councillor Johnson asked if Councillor Burchett would like to clarify which sections or add 
any further detail.  No response was provided. 
 
The meeting recessed at 7:05 pm and resumed at 7:12 pm 

18. Adjournment  
MOTION S25/26 
MOVED AND SECONDED 

THAT the Village of Sayward Council adjourns its September 30, 2025 Special Council Meeting.  
           CARRIED 

Time and Date: 9:25 pm September 30, 2025. 

 

________________________     _________________________  
 Mayor        Corporate Officer 
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From: CFD Info CFD:EX
To: Sayward Finance-Admin
Subject: Letter from the Honourable Jodie Wickens, Minister of Children and Family Development
Date: September 19, 2025 3:50:57 PM
Attachments: image001.png

VIA E-MAIL
Ref: 301171

 
Mayor Mark Baker
Village of Sayward
E-mail: village@saywardvalley.ca
 
Dear Mayor Baker and Council:
 
As Minister of Children and Family Development, I am delighted to once again proclaim
October as Foster Family Month in British Columbia. It is my honour to take this opportunity
to express my gratitude for the important work of both family and foster caregivers, and to
thank them for their unwavering commitment and dedication to British Columbia’s children
and youth in care. This October will mark the 35th Foster Family Month in British Columbia.
 
Caregivers of all kinds show incredible kindness and generosity in opening their hearts and
homes and sharing their lives with vulnerable children and youth. By providing a safe and
nurturing environment for these young people, not only do they help them cope with what can
be very difficult times, they also help them begin to heal and work through the challenges they
have experienced. Over the years, I have met many amazing caregivers whose compassion and
dedication to the children and youth they care for has left a lasting impression on me.
 
Please join me in celebrating these caregivers for the crucial role they play in all our
communities, and for the selfless work they do for the children, youth, and families of British
Columbia.
 

Sincerely,
 
 
Jodie Wickens
Minister of Children and Family Development
 
Sent on behalf of the Minister by:

 
This communication and any accompanying document is confidential and is intended
solely for the addressed recipient(s). If you received this e-mail message in error, please
delete the e-mail and any attachments and contact the Client Relations Branch, Ministry
of Children and Family Development at: MCF.Info@gov.bc.ca.
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STAFF REPORT 
 

To:  Mayor and Council 
From: Lisa Clark, CFO 
Subject: Grant in Aid Request – Secret Santa Committee 
Meeting date: October 7, 2025 
 

BACKGROUND 

Policy # 300-09 - Grant in Aid Policy establishes guidelines for providing financial or in-kind 
assistance to community groups and non-profit organizations that benefit the community. 
Grants in aid and in-kind grants demonstrate Council’s support of community groups which 
provide beneficial programs, services, or projects to the community. The policy, along with an 
established grant in aid budget, provides Council with a framework and resources to serve the 
community within its capacity. 
 
DISCUSSION 

Staff have received a grant in aid application from the Secret Santa Committee (attached).  The 
Committee provides food hampers and gifts to families in need throughout the Sayward area, 
including both the Village and the Valley.  It relies solely on donations and financial assistance 
from the broader community.   
 
The Committee is requesting a grant of $500, which is the same amount approved by Council in 
both 2023 and 2024.  Staff have confirmed that sufficient funds remain in the 2025 grant in aid 
budget to accommodate this request, should Council choose to approve it: 
 

Grant in Aid Budget - 2025 $1,500 
Less approved items:  
Bike Rodeo – R25/140 ($500) 
Sayward Community Food Table Society (electrical) – S25/4 ($327) 
Muai Thai facility insurance – R25/257 ($104) 
Remaining Grant in Aid Funds                    $569       

 
Staff have also confirmed with the applicant that a matching grant in aid request has been 
submitted to the Strathcona Regional District for $500. 
 
Section 4.1.e of the Grant in Aid policy states: 

“All applicants that receive a grant in aid must provide a written report to Council that outlines the 
success of their activity and how the grant in aid funds were used within 12 months of the date the 
grant in aid is issued”.   
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A report from the Committee outlining the success of the 2024 program, along with relevant 
financial information, is attached. 
 
STAFF RECOMMENDATIONS 
 

THAT Council receive the staff report titled Grant in Aid Request – Secret Santa Committee for 
information and discussion. 

 
Additional resolution options: 
 
1. THAT the grant in aid request from the Secret Santa Committee, dated September 15, 2025, be 
approved. 
 
2. THAT the grant in aid request from the Secret Santa Committee, dated September 15, 2025, be 
denied. 
 
3. {THAT Council direct staff to take another action deemed appropriate by Council.} 
 
Recommendation: 
 
Staff recommend Option 1. 
 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
 

 
_________________________  
Lisa Clark, CFO 
 
 

Attachments:  

 
• Grant in Aid Application – Secret Santa Committee 
• Letter to Council 
• Summary of 2024 Activities  
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Appendix A – Application for Grant in Aid 

Name of Organization 

Address of Organization 

Full Mailing Address 

Telephone Number & Email 

Contact Person/Title 

Primary purpose of organization: _____________________________________________________________ 

_________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Event or reason for request: _________________________________________________________________ 

_________________________________________________________________________________________ 

_________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Date of event: _____________________________________________________________________________ 

Amount of grant requested (or items requested if in-kind): ________________________________________ 

_________________________________________________________________________________________ 

_________________________________________________________________________________________ 

In order to be considered for a grant in aid (financial) please ensure you attach the following when submitting 
your application: 

1.) Most recent Financial Statements 
2.) Budget & details for event 

Have you received a previous grant in aid from the Village? Yes No 

Applicant’s signature: _____________________________________  Date: ____________________________ 

Note: Personal information is collected by the Village of Sayward under the authority of section 26(c) of the Freedom of Information 
and Protection of Privacy Act for the purpose of processing and administering grant-in-aid applications. Should you have any questions 
about the collection of this personal information, please contact the Corporate Officer (250) 282-5512, 652 H’Kusam Way, Sayward, 
BC, V0P 1R0 

8' Villageof a Sayward 

D D 
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Sayward Secret Santa

Sayward, BC

Debbie Grill

Secret Santa provides Christmas hampers to those in the 

community who may need a helping hand.

Secret Santa relies solely on donations from the community.  Last year

we gave out 37 hampers to deserving families.

December 2025

Last year the Village kindly donated

$500.  We would ask for the same this year, however if the funds are not available, a donation

"in kind" would also be appreciated.  Such as photocopying and the mailing of donation requests

requests and thank you cards would also be helpful.

x

Debbie Grill

September 15, 2025



September 15, 2025 

Dear Mayor and Counsel, 

 I am requesting a donation from the Village of Sayward for the 2025 Secret 
Santa program. 

As you may or may not know, Secret Santa has been providing Christmas 
hampers to deserving families in the Village and outlaying Valley for over 10 
years now.  It is a program that solely survives on volunteers and community 
donations. 

Last year, with the help of your valuable donation, we were able to help 37 
families. 

Our hamper boxes contain all the fixings for a complete Christmas dinner, 
including a turkey or ham, an assortment of fresh and canned vegetables, and 
a dessert.  The boxes also contain many other food items and a small gift for 
the recipients.   We try to ensure that each box is specifically tailored to each 
family. 

If any more information is required, please feel free to contact me at any time. 

Thank you for your consideration, 

Debbie Grill 
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Secret Santa 2024 Results 

 

Secret Santa Donations:          $5430 

Secret Santa Expenses  :          $4934.83 

Carried over for 2025:                 $495.17 

 

Secret Santa 2024 assembled 37 hampers for families in the Village 
and Valley.  This consisted of 54 adults and 51 children.  Each 
hamper contained a turkey or a ham, potatoes, carrots, onions, 
bread, stuffing, butter, eggs, milk, cereal, assortments of canned 
soups and vegetables, hot chocolate, cookies, pasta, pasta sauce 
and many, many more items.  Also contained in the hampers was a 
small gift for each member of the family. 

These hampers are assembled by approx.: 4 volunteers and then 
delivered by another 7 volunteers.   

Although it is a lot of work in a short amount of time, 2024 proved to 
be another successful year. 

 

Please contact me should you need any specific information. 

Debbie Grill 
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